SARI Soccerfest and Concern KiteFest Press Statement
September 10th 2009
 

SARI Soccerfest 09 and Concern KiteFest announced details of their joint festival happening in the Phoenix Park this weekend 12th and 13th September 10am – 6pm. 

The SARI Soccerfest, led by Brian Kerr, brings together over 40 men and women’s teams from a wide range of nationalities, now living in Ireland, making it the largest intercultural football tournament in Ireland.

 
Concern’s Stop Child Labour KiteFest will see kite flyers from around the world coming together to display and fly their spectacular kites to raise awareness of child labour in the developing world.

 

Gary Cooke (Après Match) and Caitriona McKiernan, alongside league of Ireland players Emeka Onwubiko (Bray Wanderers-U-19 Irish International) Victor Ekanem (Shamrock Rovers) and Oscar Sibanda (Drogheda Utd) turned out to lend their support.

 

A spectacular football kite, one of many, that will be on display over the weekend, was flown in Smithfield Square, by 5th class students from Griffeen Valley Educate Together School, Lucan.

 
The festival will be an exciting, fun-filled weekend for all the family.  Live music, face painters, clowns, soccer skills, children’s kite and educational workshops, teddy bear parachuting, combined with celebrity matches and lots of football are on offer. Along with the 98fm Thunder Bus who will broadcast live on Saturday from 11am -3pm.

 

Brian Kerr, International Manager and SARI Board member
“Our unique partnership with Concern’s Stop Child Labour Kitefest, clearly demonstrates the power of sport as a unifying force and a pro-active way of promoting integration, valuing cultural diversity and creating awareness of wider global issues that impact on all young people and their development…come along up to the park and join us.”

 

Concern's Chief Executive Tom Arnold
“Concern is delighted to work together with SARI on Soccerfest/KiteFest to create an understanding of the issues of child labour and discrimination and make the world a fairer and better place for all people.”

 

Gary Cooke of Après Match  
“I am delighted to play my small part in football against racism.   The SARI Soccerfest and Concern’s KiteFest is a wonderful opportunity to promote greater social awareness and integration and to play football!”

 

Perry Ogden, SARI Chairman
"We are delighted to be partnering this year with Concern's Stop Child Labour campaign. This dynamic partnership will see the expansion of Soccerfest to include Concern's KiteFest bringing together soccer players and kite flyers from all over the world in a fun packed weekend of activities, which will support and promote our common aims surrounding young people, education and integration."
 

Gill Bloom, Kite Society UK
“We are delighted to be invited by Concern to Ireland's first ever International Kite Fest. It is a perfect setting for kite flying and we hope people will come along and discover the delights and enjoyment of kite flying and support the event.”

 

Further information www.sari.ie  or www.stopchildlabour.net
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