SARI ‘United Through Sport’ DVD Launch 

PRESS RELEASE 26th NOVEMBER 2009
 Embargoed today 5pm
Sport Against Racism Ireland (SARI) and the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland launched the United Through Sport DVD in Belfast Castle this evening Thursday 26th November.

United Through Sport is a major awareness campaign and education support promoting the powerful potential for positive integration through sport.
Guest speakers, included Tyrone Manager Mickey Harte, former Ireland Rugby International Trevor Ringland MBE, Brian Kerr, manager Faroe Islands, Jan Dinsdale, Vice President of the IBGA, Director of ‘United Through Sport’ Perry Ogden (Chairman of SARI) alongside, young sports people representing a number of sports and communities across Ireland. 
Organisations and community groups in NI and ROI turned out to celebrate the launch of this unique campaign and to support its positive message.

Many of Irelands leading sports personalities endorsed the campaign and over 300 people were filmed in 15 locations across Ireland and Northern Ireland with 118 participants making it into the final cut.

Mickey Harte, Tyrone Manager

“It is important that we recognise that sport connects people of all creeds and races and respects people’s unique talents and I am very happy to be associated with an organisation like SARI whose chief objective is to uphold these principles.”
Perry Ogden, Chair of SARI and Director of United Through Sport  “

“I feel honored that so many of our great sportsmen and women have given their support to the campaign that celebrates the culture and heritage of sport in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.
 I also strongly believe that participation in sport is a great way to break down barriers and challenge perceived differences - and has the potential to transcend the playing field and make a real difference to peoples' lives.”
Trevor Ringland MBE, former Ireland Rugby International

“Sport teaches how to compete without destroying a relationship and also to work together for our mutual benefit, to enjoy diversity and also to promote inclusion. Individually and as a Society there is so much to learn through sport.”

Evelyn Collins, Chief Executive, Equality Commission for Northern Ireland

 “The Commission welcomes the opportunity to work in partnership with SARI on this campaign and we appreciate the participation of so many sports personalities and young people in helping us to make a real difference.” 

To view a clip from the United Through Sport DVD please click on the link below or copy and paste into your browser.

http://vimeo.com/7642142
Further information
SARI Press Officer, Louise Browne, press2@sari.ie  086 – 102 3581
Equality Commission NI Press Officer, Kelly McGinley, kmcginley@equalityni.org  0044 28 9089 0862

The United Through Sport includes contributions from Sonia O’Sullivan, Eamonn Coughlan, Shay Given, Mickey Harte, Michael O’Muircheartaigh, Harpal Singh Purewal, Karen Cromie, Martin Rogan, Karen Bingh, Gugu Banda, Glenn Ferguson, Trevor Ringland, Trent Johnston, Jessica Kurten, Ken Doherty, Jimmy Magee, Chloe McGee, Bernard Dunne, Seán Óg Ó hAilpín, Tracey Piggot, Fiona Scally, Jason Sherlock, Jerry Flannery, Brian Kerr and many more...
The DVD is generously supported by Dublin City Council Department of Integration, Department of Foreign Affairs Communicating Europe Initiative, ECNI, Football For Hope, FAI, IFA, IRFU GAA, IABA.

